State plans 100-sqkm mini-city to decongest crowded Mumbai and Navi Mumbai

Mumhal s next stop llran
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Mumbai: Uran — a nondescript,
sleepy village with a population of
just 23,000 people, located a little
miore than 50km from Mumbai —
could soon become the next big
mietropolis. In an attempt to de-
congest the overpopulated Mum-
bai and the crowded Navi Mumbsai,
the state government plans to con-
vert Uran into a mini-city with all
the necessary facilities.

The plan is at a nascent stage,
ut the City and Industrial Devel-
pment Corporation (Cidco) has
tarted work on building basic in-
rastructure, including civic ameni-
ies like roads, sewage and storm
vater drains, minor bridges, etc. on
00sqkm of land in and around
Iran. Im the last six months, Cidco
as  awarded contracts  worth
58742 crore for the build-up of
frastructure,
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“We do have plans for Uran and
Dronagiri as a major landmarks
around Mumbai and to convert the
area into the next mini-city. At pre-
sent, we are in the process of pro-
viding basic civic facilities.” said
Sanjay Bhatia, vice-chairman and
managing director of Cideo,

Bhatia told dna that Uran will
be transformed into a mini-city
from a mini-town by developing
all the required facilities. If the
plan succeeds, Uran is expected
to grow to a quarter of the size
of Mumbai.

The state government had built
Mavi Mumbai on the outskirts of
Mumbai to ease the pressure faced
from an influx of people into the
city. However, Navi Mumbai's
population has today crossed 11
lakh and it's getting crowded, to
say the least, The desire to develop
Uran also stems from the availabil-
ity of land there,
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. We are in the process of providing basic civic facilities
' to Uran —Sanjay Bhatia, vice-chairman and managing director, Ciden

Mumbai's next stop Uran
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The ambitious plan would
depend on successful imple-
mentation of Mumbai Trans
Harbour Link and Nerul/Be-
lapur-Seawoods-Uran  rail-
way line which will improve
connectivity to the place.
“We're looking at expan-
sion of NPT at Nhava Sheva,
With this, massive industri-
alisation is expected in the
area; in fact, it's already hap-
pening. We also expect con-
nectivity to Mumbai and Navi

Mumbai improves. As Lind is
scarce, Mhada will acquire
land and provide affordabile
housing and help build a mi-
ni-city,” said Sachin Ahir, MoS
housing. "We'll write to Cideo
and MIDC for their response
to create a township quite
like a mini-city. On gesting
feedback, we'll move with
our plan,” said Ahir,

Mhada sources told dna
that the process to hunt far
land parcels in the metro re-
gion, including Uran, has
begun,



